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MU to host presentation on ‘Mobilizing Communities Against 
Human Trafficking’ today 
 
Marshall’s digital forensics and information assurance program 
will host Operation Underground Railroad (O.U.R.) for a 
presentation titled “Mobilizing Communities Against Human 
Trafficking,” planned for 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, March 28, in 
the Don Morris Room of the Memorial Student Center. 
 
The guest speaker will be Matt Osborne, senior vice president for rescue and rehabilitation from 
O.U.R. The Marshall community and members of the public are invited to attend and learn more 
about how O.U.R. operatives, law enforcement experts and aftercare specialists travel the world 
to rescue children trapped in the horrors of child exploitation and human trafficking. 
 
The presentation will include videos from O.U.R. undercover sting operations and uplifting 
stories of rescue and redemption. Also to be discussed is how Marshall University students and 
faculty have assisted in the liberation of 40 exploited children and in the arrest of 10 pedophiles 
and human traffickers. 
 
This 5:30 p.m. discussion aims to educate and inspire the public to join the fight against modern-
day slavery. Due to the sensitive subject matter, this presentation is not recommended for 
children under the age of 13. 
 
For more information, contact John Sammons, director of Marshall’s digital forensics and 
information assurance program, by e-mail at sammons17@marshall.edu or by phone at 304-696-
7241. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Musical duo l’Artiste Ordinaire to be in residence today and 
tomorrow 
 
The School of Music will present a two-day residency 
program with artists David Moreau and Melissa Grey, 
who make up the duo l’Artiste Ordinaire and create 
sound-based performances pulling together music, 
visual art, science and creative technologies. They will 
be on campus March 28-29 as part of the Joan C. 
Edwards Visiting Professor in the Arts program in the 
university’s College of Arts and Media. 
 
L’Artiste Ordinaire will present a workshop performance with College of Arts and Media 
students from 3 to 7 p.m. Wednesday, March 28, in Room 143 of Smith Music Hall. The 
workshop will focus on a new work by the performance art duo entitled “Biophonic Beats,” a 
participatory work exploring the biological foundations of human communication and 
signification. 
 
This event is free and open to the public, sponsored by the Joan C. Edwards Visiting Professor in 
the Arts Program, the College of Arts and Media, and the School of Music. 
 
The artists will spend their second day at Marshall working with music students and teaching 
master classes. 
 
For more information, contact Dr. Mark Zanter of the School of Music at zanter@marshall.edu. 
 
——— 
 
Photo: L’Artiste Ordinaire will be in residence on the Huntington campus today and tomorrow. 
 
 
 
 
 
Marshall experts to address national summit about impact of 
substance abuse on families 
 
A team of experts from Marshall University has been selected to present next 
month at the nation’s largest annual conference focused on the opioid crisis. 
 
The group will travel to Atlanta in early April for The National Rx Drug 
Abuse & Heroin Summit. 
 
In their session “Using What We Know:  Helping Teachers, Families and 
Communities Respond Systematically to Children Affected by Familial Substance Use Disorder” 
team members will discuss the effects on children when substance use disorders are present in 
families, as well as effective school, community and family-based interventions. They also will 
describe how missing opportunities to intervene to support the family structure contributes to 
cognitive, emotional and behavior problems in children before and after they start school. 
 
The panel of Marshall presenters includes Amy Saunders, director of the Marshall University 
Wellness Center; Marianna Footo-Linz, chairman of the Psychology Department; Conrae Lucas-
Adkins, assistant professor of school psychology; Lyn O’Connell, clinical coordinator of 
Marshall’s Screening, Brief Intervention and Referral to Treatment (SBIRT) program; and Todd 
Davies, associate director of research in the Division of Addiction Sciences at Marshall’s Joan C. 
Edwards School of Medicine.  
 
Marshall University President Jerome A. Gilbert said he is pleased to see Marshall’s leadership 
in recovery efforts recognized. 
 
“In Huntington, we are at the center of the solution to this epidemic impacting communities 
across the country,” he added. “Because our community was affected early, we are now ahead of 
the curve and the rest of the country in creating recovery initiatives. Recent data show that 
Huntington may have turned a corner in this fight in the last few months and the lessons 
Marshall’s healthcare and social services providers have learned will be helpful to the rest of the 
country.” 
 
Saunders, who also serves as co-chairman of the university’s Substance Abuse Coalition, said 
the panelists are looking forward to the summit. 
 
“We are excited for the opportunity to share the experiences and expertise that we have gained as 
we assist our community and state with recovery initiatives,” she said. “Marshall University is 
committed to developing best practices in education, prevention, early identification, treatment 
and recovery to help families affected by substance use.” 
 
The National Rx Drug Abuse & Heroin Summit will be held April 2-5, with participants from 
local, state, and federal agencies, business, academia, treatment providers, and communities 
impacted by prescription drug abuse and heroin use.  
 
The Marshall speakers will join a number of national figures on the agenda, including U.S. 
Surgeon General Jerome M. Adams, and the heads of the National Institutes of Health (NIH), the 
Office of National Drug Control Policy, and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC). 
 
For more information, contact Saunders at saunde22@marshall.edu or 304-696-4800. 
 
——— 
 
Photo: Amy Saunders, director of the Wellness Center, is among the team from Marshall that 
has been selected to present next month at the nation’s largest annual conference focused on the 
opioid crisis. 
 
 
Staff Council announces election results 
 
Congratulations to the winners of the Staff Council Special Election! 
 
EEO 40 – Karena Burriss, Purchase Card 
 
EEO 50 – There were no write-in candidates, therefore the three open positions will remain 
unfilled. 
 
EEO 60/70 – Timothy Cline, Physical Plant 
 
Thank you to everyone who participated in this election! Those elected will serve the remainder 
of the current term, which ends on June 30, 2019. 
 
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
Hurry! Deadline for nominations is Friday, March 30. 
 
 
 
 
 
Marshall to host SBIRT training March 30 
 
Marshall University is hosting one more Screening, Brief Intervention and Referral to Treatment 
(SBIRT) training session this month for helping professionals on the Huntington campus. It will 
take place from 1 to 4 p.m., Friday, March 30, in room BE-5 in the Memorial Student Center. 
 
SBIRT is an evidence-based, brief intervention that enables helping professionals to identify risk 
factors for substance use disorders effectively, briefly intervene and make appropriate referrals 
for those with risk factors or those who are currently struggling with a substance use disorder, 
according to Lyn O’Connell, clinical coordinator for the SBIRT grant. 
 
“This training can assist health care and behavioral health care providers, community health care 
workers, physicians, nurses, social workers, psychologists, school counselors, recovery coach 
specialists and other health care providers to empathically and effectively identify and engage 
with individuals, while using stigma-free and person-first language to improve our community 
response,” O’Connell said. “When we share a common language and skill set we are better able 
to collaboratively respond.” 
 
Amy Saunders, director of the Marshall University Wellness Center, and eight other departments 
at Marshall, received the SBIRT grant from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration (SAMHSA) in 2015.  Now students in ten departments at Marshall have SBIRT 
and substance use disorder training embedded in their curriculum. SBIRT staff have offered this 
training in the surrounding region and around the state of West Virginia. 
 
Prior registration for this session is required and tickets can be found on Eventbrite or through 
MUSBIRT’s Facebook event at www.facebook.com/MUSBIRT. To learn more, contact 
oconnelll@marshall.edu.  For more information about SBIRT, visit 
www.marshall.edu/wellness/MUSBIRT. 
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MUsic Mondays to present Bach’s Chaconne 
 
The Marshall University School 
of Music continues its Spring 
2018 series of MUusic Mondays 
lectures at 6:30 p.m. Monday, 
April 2, with a presentation titled 
“The Mysteries of J. S. Bach’s 
Chaconne” by Dr. Elizabeth 
Reed Smith, professor of violin. 
 
MUsic Mondays lectures take 
place at the Cellar Door, 905 3rd 
Ave., in downtown Huntington, 
and this year’s series features two 
interlocking themes: Music Faculty Favorites, and Music and National Identity. 
 
Yehudi Menuhin called the Chaconne “the greatest structure for solo violin that exists,” Smith 
said. “Bach’s Chaconne, fifteen minutes of music written on one staff, has so fascinated 
musicians that it has been transcribed and arranged for diverse instruments and ensembles, and 
many theories have arisen about its composition.” 
 
Smith will share history about the piece, which presumably dates from Bach’s time as 
Kapellmeister at Prince Leopold’s court at Cöthen, between 1717 and 1723. Because Bach was 
attached to a secular court, he was afforded the opportunity to compose chamber music, as 
exemplified by the solo sonatas and partitas for violin. 
 
The spring MUsic Monday series will continue this semester April 16 with “Mindful Meditation: 
The Music of David Maslanka,” presented by Dr. Adam Dalton, associate director of bands. 
 
Seating is limited. Participants are invited to arrive early to enjoy conversation and purchase 
refreshments. A $10 donation is requested for admission, payable at the door. Checks should be 
made payable to Marshall University. All proceeds will go to support the School of Music.  For 
more information about MUsic Mondays, call the School of Music at 304-696-3117. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marshall to host Pulitzer Prize winners discussing media and 
informed citizens 
 
Two Pulitzer Prize winners will review the development of the 
stories that earned their recognition and discuss the role 
journalism plays in fostering informed citizens at a free public 
forum at 7 p.m. Monday, April 2, in the Brad D. Smith 
Foundation Hall on Marshall’s Huntington campus. 
 
Eric Eyre and John Hackworth will present “Path to the 
Pulitzer:  Journalism and the Informed Citizen,” in the event 
hosted by the university’s W. Page Pitt School of Journalism 
and the West Virginia Humanities Council. 
 
“It’s exciting for us to be able to showcase journalism of this caliber. Nowadays, with the very 
basis of objective reporting being challenged, we need more than ever to listen to people like 
these West Virginians who have won the top prize in the field,” said Humanities Council 
Executive Director Ken Sullivan. 
 
Charleston (WV) Gazette-Mail reporter Eric Eyre received a Pulitzer in 2017 for Investigative 
Reporting for his series “Painkiller Profiteers” that was noted by the Pulitzer committee for 
“courageous reporting, performed in the face of powerful opposition, to expose the flood of 
opioids flowing into depressed West Virginia counties with the highest overdose death rates in 
the country.” 
 
John Hackworth, a 1971 graduate of Marshall’s journalism program, worked at the Huntington 
Herald-Dispatch and the Ashland (KY) Daily Independent before joining Sun Newspapers in 
Port Charlotte, Fla., in 1994. He and Brian Gleason received a Pulitzer for Editorial Writing in 
2016 for a series of editorials described by the Pulitzer committee as “fierce, indignant editorials 
that demanded truth and change after the deadly assault of an inmate by corrections officers.” 
 
Journalism Professor Dan Hollis will moderate the panel and direct a question and answer 
session after the presentation. A reception will follow. 
 
The event is presented with support from the West Virginia Humanities Council in collaboration 
with the Marshall University School of Journalism and Mass Communications and the West 
Virginia University Reed College of Media. It is part of the “Democracy and the Informed 
Citizen” initiative administered by the Federation of State Humanities Councils and is one of 
three events in the state. The Andrew S. Mellon Foundation and the Pulitzer Prizes also helped 
make the event possible. 
 
——— 
 
Photos: Eric Eyre (left) and John Hackworth will discuss the role journalism plays in fostering 
informed citizens at a free public forum Monday, April 2. 
 
 
MU Climate Survey  
Participate in the Marshall University Climate Survey Here 
 
The Purpose of the Research: 
 
The purpose of this research is to collect information on the perceptions of faculty and staff at 
Marshall University related to the cultural climate on campus.  The term cultural climate refers to 
the way that individuals on campus interact with each other.  The information will be used to 
inform the stakeholders on campus about the campus climate and how faculty and staff perceive 
diversity on campus. 
 
The Scientific or Scholarly Rationale: 
 
Our campus has traditionally not be a very diverse campus.  The campus, as well as the 
surrounding communities, are very homogenous.  As we work to create a more diverse campus, 
it is important to gather data about the feelings and perceptions of the current faculty and staff in 
order to make decisions that are more informed. 
 
The Procedures to be Performed: 
 
A 15 question survey will be conducted using Qualtrics.  All faculty and staff will be invited to 
participate.  This survey will be anonymous and the data collected will be used to make informed 
decisions as the university moves forward to create a more diverse, equitable, and inclusion 
campus. 
 
The Risks and Potential Benefits of the Research: 
 
There are no potential risks to this research.  Benefits include faculty and staff ability to make 
their perceptions known and for university administration to make more informed decisions 
regarding diversity. 
 
All faculty and staff employed at Marshall University are eligible to participate. 
  
Marshall, West Virginia Science Adventures to offer STEM 
summer camps for kids 
 
Marshall’s College of 
Science, in partnership 
with West Virginia 
Science Adventures, will 
offer nine full weeks of 
science-related camps for 
kids this summer. 
 
The camps will provide 
elementary-aged through 
high school-aged 
children opportunities for 
hands-on activities in all 
fields of science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics—including Minecraft, building rockets, Lego and vex 
robotics, animals (including visits from animals like penguins and bald eagles), environmental 
science, architecture design, chemistry, space science and paleontology. 
 
The camps will be offered the weeks of June 4 through Aug. 10 in Room 307 of the Science 
Building on Marshall’s Huntington campus. The schedule is as follows: 
 
• Minecraft Camden Park, June 4-8 (all ages) 
• Lego Building Blocks and Brains, June 11-15 (Grades K-2, Grades 3-6) 
• Rockets Take Off, June 11-15 (Grades 6 and up) 
• Wild Wonders and Amazing Animals, June 18-22 (Grades K-4, Grades 5 and up) 
• iDesign Architecture Camp, June 25-29 (Grades 1-6) 
• Will it Melt, Burn or Explode… Chemistry Camp, June 25-29 (Grades 6 and up) 
• Be a Science Superhero! How Scientists Save the World, July 9-13 (Grades K-4, Grades 5 and up) 
• SAT Math Bootcamp, July 9-13 (Suggested for grades 9 and up) 
• Lego Building and Robots, July 16-20 (Grades K-4, Grades 5 and up) 
• Vex Robotics, July 16-20 (Grades 8 and up) 
• Mad Scientist’s Space Academy, July 23-27 (Grades K-4, Grades 5 and up) 
• Dinosaurs, Dig and Discover, July 30-Aug. 3 (Grades K-4, Grades 5 and up) 
• Minecraft Camden Park, Aug. 6-10 (all ages) 
  
 
This is the fifth year Marshall will host these camps in partnership with West Virginia Science 
Adventures. Visit www.WVScienceAdventures.org for detailed description of the camps, 
including their costs, scholarship information and how to register. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From PEIA: Open Enrollment for Plan Year 2019 will be April 
2-May 15, 2018  
 
During the open enrollment period, you can make changes to your health plan, add, drop or 
change coverage for yourself and your dependents without a qualifying event, and make changes 
to your Mountaineer Flexible Benefits, if applicable. 
 
Policyholders will receive a Shopper’s Guide in the mail in late March that has information you 
need about the health coverage PEIA offers.  If you do not find your answers in the Shopper’s 
Guide, you can visit one of our benefit fairs.  There you will find representatives of PEIA, The 
Health Plan, Minnesota Life, Mountaineer Flexible Benefits, Humana, Go365, iSelectMD, 
and Rx Savings Solutions. 
 
Come out and learn more about your benefits, and the new programs we have available to you! 
  
Local Benefit Fair Schedule for Plan Year 2019 
 
• April 12, 2018 – 3-7 p.m. – Huntington  
• Holiday Inn, 800 3rd Avenue, Huntington, WV 25701 
 
• April 17,2018 – 3-7 p.m. – Beckley  
• Tamarack, 1 Tamarack Park, Beckley, WV 25801 
 
• April 18, 2018 – 3-6 p.m. – Charleston  
• Holiday Inn Express, 100 Civic Center Drive, Charleston, WV 25301 
 
• April 19, 2018 – 3-7 p.m. – Parkersburg  
• Comfort Suites, 167 Elizabeth Pike, Mineral Wells, WV 26150 
 
• April 24, 2018 – 3-6 p.m. – Wheeling  
• WV Northern Community College, 1704 Market Street, Wheeling, WV 26003 
 
• April 25, 2018 – 3-7 p.m. – Morgantown  
• Lakeview Golf Resort and Spa, 1 Lakeview Drive, Morgantown, WV 26508 
 
• April 26, 2018 – 3-7 pm – Martinsburg  
• Holiday Inn, 301 Foxcroft Avenue, Martinsburg, WV 25401 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
Career Services to host part-time job and internship fair 
 
Marshall University Career Services will host Job-A-Palooza, a 
part-time job and internship fair, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 4, in the Memorial Student Center lobby on 
Marshall’s Huntington campus. The event is open to all Marshall 
students, faculty and alumni. 
 
“Job-a-Palooza is an excellent opportunity for students to start 
learning how to utilize networking skills in a more casual environment,” Jennifer Brown, 
program manager for internships and experiential learning at Career Services, said. “This event 
is held once a semester and allows recruiters to reach out to Marshall students for their hiring 
needs during busy seasons.  Students have the opportunity to gain experience that provides skills 
that can be transferred to future careers.” 
 
Over 30 employers are expected to attend Job-A-Palooza, such as Amazon, Enterprise, 
iHeartMedia, Old Navy and Speedway. A continually updated list of registered employers is 
available at www.marshall.edu/career-services/job-a-palooza/. 
 
Denise Hogsett, director of the Office of Career Education, said students are encouraged to bring 
resumes and their best networking skills to the fair. For tips on how to talk with employers or to 
have their resumes reviewed, they should stop by Career Services.  No appointment is necessary. 
 
If you have questions about the event, please contact Jennifer Brown in Career Services by 
phone at 304-696-3396 or by e-mail at brown346@marshall.edu, or the Career Services front 
desk at 304-696-2370. 
 
  
  
  
 
 
  
  
  
Film studies program to screen student-produced movies April 
11 
 
Marshall will host the Second Annual Marshall Student Short Film Festival at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 11, in Room 154 of Smith Hall. 
 
The festival will feature short films and videos produced by Marshall students, including 
animation, documentaries, episodes of web series, live-action narrative films, title sequences and 
video essays. The event is free and open to the public. 
 
“This festival celebrates the phenomenal student filmmaking community at Marshall 
University,” said Dr. Walter Squire, director of film studies and associate professor of English. 
“The diverse array of short films screened at the festival display students’ tremendous talent and 
creativity. 
 
“Last year’s inaugural Marshall Student Short Film Festival was a great success, with 25 films 
made by 22 different student filmmakers,” Squire said. “This year, many more students 
submitted work, and 30 films by 30 different student filmmakers will be screened.” 
 
The Student Short Film Festival is sponsored by the Department of English, Marshall University 
Film Studies program and Marshall University Libraries. 
 
For more information, contact Squire by phone at 304-696-2860 or by e-mail 
at squirew@marshall.edu. 
 
 
 
 
Princeton professor to deliver Moffat Lecture April 13 
 
Marshall University will host a lecture by Dr. Jeremy Adelman, 
Henry Charles Lea Professor of History and director of the Global 
History Lab at Princeton University, at 3 p.m. Friday, April 13, in 
room 134 of Harris Hall on Marshall’s Huntington campus. 
 
Adelman will deliver the 2018 Charles Hill Moffat Lecture and 
speak on “Photography and Humanitarianism: Is There a 
Contradiction?” 
 
The Charles H. Moffat Lecture is free and open to the public, with sponsorship from the 
Department of History and its chapter of the student organization Phi Alpha Theta. Dr. Charles 
Hill Moffat was a member of the history faculty for many years. His family established a fund to 
bring in a prominent lecturer every year, and Adelman will be the 39th Moffat lecturer. 
 
For more information, contact Dr. Daniel Holbrook, chair of the Department of History, by e-
mail at holbrook@marshall.edu. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marshall a capella group to perform April 14 
 
Marshall’s contemporary a cappella ensemble, 3rd Avenue, 
will present its Spring Concert at 6 p.m. Saturday, April 14, 
at Smith Recital Hall on the Huntington campus. 
 
The group will perform a cappella arrangements by 
Pentatonix, Michael Jackson, Toto, The Real Group and 
many more. The concert, which is the culminating event of 
the group’s spring semester, is free and open to the public, 
with sponsorship from the Marshall University School of Music. 
 
For more information, contact Dr. Briana Nannen, assistant professor of choral music education, 
at nannen@marshall.edu. 
 
 
 
 
 
Smith to speak about counselors’ roles in the opioid crisis at 
American Counseling Association spring meeting 
 
Dr. Carol Smith, associate professor of counseling, has been invited by the 
American Counseling Association to speak about Counselors’ Roles in the 
Opioid Crisis at the American Counseling Association 66th Annual 
Conference & Expo in Atlanta this Spring, April 25-29.  Her session is 
#271, “Combating Opioid Abuse and Understanding Substance Use 
Disorder,” with Drs. Kevin Doyle and Kirk Bowden. 
 
With a focus on the future of counseling, the 2018 conference will feature: 
 
An array of opportunities to build important connections throughout the 
counseling community, 
 
500 unique sessions organized into 36 tracks to attract counselors of all types, and; 
 
Access to up to 33.5 hours of live continuing education. 
 
Those who are interested can learn more about and register for the conference here. 
 
 
 
 
 
The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed April 4, 2018. Please send items for 
consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Monday, April 2, 2018. 
 
 
 
 
To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link: 
www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/March-28-2018. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
